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Opus winner says 'Yes I can' Marching on Prop. 8
Gay rights activists protest California ban on same-sex marriage
Katie Farden
Staff Writer

right

to marry in California.
Kvler Powell, the 21-year event

Thousands of protesters
poured into Volunteer Park last
Saturday. Waving rainbow flags
and hoisting homemade posters
into the bright November sky,

at Volunteer Park.

•

coordinator, opened the speeches

BradenVanDragt
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The Opus Prize recipients receive a standing ovation from a sell-out crowd at Benaroya Hall Nov. 18.

When the Burundian government sent a boy with a rifle to
kill yesterday's Opus Prize winner
Marguerite "Maggy" Barankitse,

she looked the boy in the eye and
told him that he was making a
mistake.
"You are not going to kill me.
You don't want to kill me," she
said. "No, you want a life. You
want an education. You want an

She invited the boy
live with her at Maison
Shalom, the school that
she founded in Burundi,

to come

page

world we will not tolerate the injustices of the past," he said, closing his welcome to the crowd.
Mayor Greg Nickels and
senators Ed Murray and Joe
McDermott were among the
speakers who followed Powell a
Volunteer Park.
The protesters began thei
march to Wesdake centerat 1 p.m

Chanting "gay, straight, black
white, we all need equal rights,"
the procession rounded Broadway
onto Pine Street, picking up more
protestors as it proceeded.
Seattle U students marchec
their support for the gay
community.
"I would like to be able to marry who I want to and I thinkother
people should have that right too,"
said Ashley Miller, a
senior Spanish and
to show

international studies

R
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Emily Holt
Assistant News Editor

they marched for marriage and
equality to Wesdake Center.
The march was one of 50 state
protests across tJie U.S. opposing
Proposition 8, a California voter
initiative that overturned die recent legalization of gay marriage
in the state Nov. 4.
"I'm here because I have to
be here," said Sonia PortnoyLeemon, a crowd member and
Seattle U freshman pre-major.
"There are a million reasons to
support gay marriage and no case
against it."
The procession was the culmination ofa day ofevents to protest
Prop. 8. Volunteers gathered at 9
a.m. in Volunteer Park to make
signs for the march. At 11 a.m.
the crowd observed a moment
of silence for the gay and lesbian
couples who had lost their recent

"Let this be a daythat we stand
together and demonstrate to the

The 'Milk' movement KSUB subbed out for KKNW
James Franco talks to The Spectator about Van Sant film, Prop. 8

Alex LaCasse
Staff Writer

Looking over a sea of people
Saturday at Volunteer Park, hearing
chants of "Equality Now!" and signs
declaring "I am not a second class

citizen!" the vividly inspirational and
colorful film "Milk" had seemingly
come to life offscreen.
The thousands of people gathered for a Proposition 8 protest,
reminiscent of crowds in 1970s
San Francisco, seemed to be eager
for the now infamous line, "I am
Harvey Milk, and I am here to recruit you."
There was no such luck. Milk, often described as die individual who
started the gay rights movement in
the United States, was assassinated

in 1978.
Director Gus Van Sant's latest
project, "Milk," details the life of
die first openly gay elected official
in America. It opens nationwide
Nov. 26.

Taylor Olson
StaffWriter
ward and seemingly innocent middle-aged Milk meeting his eventual
partner Scott Smidi.
Played by Sean Penn, Milk has a
delightful air of unpretentious righteousness which demands attention.
Milk is played with a juxtaposition of
his humorous, nonchalant attitude
and a political and social fervor.
Milk and Smith move to the
Castro district in San Francisco in
1972 and open up a photography
shop, where his unique story begins.
Amid acts of discrimination and
moments of fear, Milk is determined
to form a union of gay businesses.
What happens instead is a full-on
movement of fair representation in
politics. The camera shop becomes
ground zero for Milk's four attempts
at becoming a Board Supervisor for
San Francisco. After years of campaigning, he is finally
Page
elected. "Milk" is very
much a movie for the
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With the Seattle University
to excite and interest students about the
move to Division I, clubs around
campus are joining to ensure students get involved. KSUB, Seattle
U's radio station, hopes to have an
important role in making students'
voices heard.
KSUB offered to broadcast
home basketball games last year, but
the Athletic Department decided to
have men's basketball games broadcasted on KKNWIISO AM. When
a KSUB representative showed up to
broadcast the first men's basketball
game, KKNW occupied their seats
on the press and official's bench.
"I think we are missing out on
a great opportunity to broadcast
games," said Doug Buser, a senior
communications major and KSUB
sports manager. "I do think it is
good they broadcast the games so
that people can listen to them via

Athletic Department's push

Clara Ganey

The Spectator

Doug Buser was supposed to announce the first SU women's home
basketball game he saw but KKNW was already in his press spot.
radio. I do think it's equally important that we participate because we
are one of the voices of the student

body."

•

This year, Seattle U Athletics
made an agreement with KKNW
to broadcast 17 men's basketball
games.
"When [students] can't be there,
we want our friends, our students

basketball coach.
KSUB general manager Arman
Birang said they have the capabilities and are willing to broadcast any
game. Birang and Buser
discussed a variety of
ways they would like to
cover games.
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Barankitse invites students to live out Seattle U mission
of her biggest advocates
ii
andi is among the
thousands of children that
Barankitse has saved
from the violence and hunger that
plagues Burundi.
Last night, students, professors
and community members packed
into Benaroya Hall to celebrate
the winner of the $1 million Opus
Foundation Award, honoring faithbased humanitarian leaders from
around the world. Seattle University
played a role in the judging process
and honored their role with a choir
and string quartet performance that
had die house dancing in die aisles
by the end of the night.
Barankitse joined Krishnammal
Jagannathan and Michael
Woodward, the $100,000 award
winners, to share their stories of enduring faith in the midst ofconflic
and deprivation.
Jagannathan founded Land fo
Tillers Freedom in India, an orga
nization dedicated to giving lane
titles to women of the Dalit, th
lowest caste in Indian society. A
82 years old, she works in rice pac
dies alongside the women she say
suffer from a "double slavery" owin
to their gender and poverty.
Her son, Bhoomikuma
jagannathan, says that he and many

I
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others see his mother in a line of
political activists following directly from Tolstoy to Ghandi to his
grandmother to his mother. He said
that he and all three Opus recipients
believe in an idea called "sarvodaya"
or uplifting the world.
"These are three heroes [...] who
have committed their lives to service," said Jagannadian.

They have done
something big for
humanity. They are
my role models.
Destiny Delgadillo

Junior
Michael Woodard, a Presbyterian
minister from North Carolina,
founded Jubilee House, an organization now dedicated to making
an area in Nicaragua devastated by
the 1998 Hurricane Mitch selfsufficient. He dedicated his award
to his wife, who he said was his
"one choice" for whom all is work
is done.
"If I had

:

::

to live like

,

most in these

communities live, I might stick my
head under the pillow and not get
up," said Woodard. "But they get

up."
Seattle University students
Tuseef Chaundry, Emily Griffin
and Matt Lyons travelled to meet
with the humanitarians to hear their
stories of inspiration and commu-

nity service.
Matt Lyons, senior e-commerce
and humanities major, said that he
immediately developed camaraderie with Barankitse over their shared
Christian faith.
When Barankitse took the stage
to accept the award, she asked for
two minutes of silence, admitting
that she had forgotten her speech
in all the excitement.
"You don't need speech," she
said, asking everyone to stand and
pray for all the children dying from
the current war in Butundi. She was
moved to found Maison Shalom in
1993 when ethnic Tutsis stripped
her naked, tied her up and made her
watch their massacre of 72 Hutus at
the Catholic bishop's residence.
Barankitse is distinct as a woman
in Burundi not only because ofher
service but also because she has
remained unmarried. Her mother
warned her that she would bring
shame to her family for her decision.

Yet Barankitse said that she would
find children. Her school now helps
300,000 families.
She joked that some people
consider her to be like Mother
Theresa, but she said that when she
was invited to the Vatican, no one
recognized her because she was just
a normal woman like many ofthose
with whom she works.

Barankitse will use her

$1 million to expand
her orphanage.
"You understand that I am normal [...] Normal women think that
we can do as special woman [do]
because of our vocation to love,"
she said.
Aline Ndensako, a lifelong friend
of Barankitse, said she admires her
friend's courage.
"She shows herheart. She shows
her feeling. And dien she just does,"
Ndensako said.
When people told Barankitse
she could not complete her vision,
she merely said, "Yes I can." She
called all of the Seattle U community to share in her belief that she

■■■:«■■■■

is fulfilling God's work.
All of the leaders were inspirational for many Seattle U students
who are committed to serving their
community.
"All of these people, they have
done something big for humanity,"
said Destiny Delgadillo, a junior
international studies and Spanish
major who would like to work in
rural development. "They are my
role models."
Rose Slavkovsky, a junior international studies and French major
who teaches ESL, said the evening
highlighted Seattle Us mission.
"At Seattle U, we are encouraged
to follow that longing in our hearts,
to serve where our talents can be
most put to use and these three people are an example of what can be
done when you really dedicate your
life to a certain cause," she added.
For Barankitse, the work may be
personal, but it comes from a higher
power.
"I know this work is not my
work. God gives me children and he
must give me enough love, enough
energies, to work," she said. "I know
that evil will not take the last word.
Never. Never."

Emily can be reached at
hottel©seattleu.edu
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Triple rooms stay by choice Students combat SOA
Seattle University will protest School of the Americas during break
Fernando Sioson
Volunteer Writer

established as the SOA," said Jeffrey
Ball, senior public affairs major
and second-year WHINSEC protestor. "Having this institution
shut down would not only be a
physical manifestation of democratic power but it would also be a
significant showing of the power of
individual voice."
The SOA Watch, or SOAW,
was established in the early 1990s
by Ray Bourgeois. The protest is
held at the U.S. Army base Fort
Benning in Columbus, Ga. Seattle
U sends a delegation of teachers
and students to the protest every
year. Last year more than 22,000
protestors were present from across
the country.
"A lotof people take it to mean
that we are protesting the U.S.
Army," Ball said. "I've heard fellow
delegates talk to people who really
had no idea what the SOA was.
Its easily misinterpreted as a direct
protest to the U.S. military."
The main argument of the
protestors is that the school intentionally trains agents to suppress
dissidents and rebels within the
scope of their governments. It is
mostly an issue of human rights,
as many WHINSEC/SOA graduates have been convicted of human

If Seattle University offered a
course of studies that would teach
you how to interrogate, assassinate,
and torture people in the name of
your benevolent dictator, would
you take it? While the 'CounterInsurgency' major is not yet offered

Brandon Hexsel and Palinkas
said they would like to stay in the
quad all year.
While other students might
on Friday nights.
want their quads back, some might
Freshmen Kimmy Holtz, remain unavailable to their floors
Kristen Ortizand Jordan Gustafson for the entire year.
live in a transitional triple on the,
"I would not anticipate getting
fifth floor ofBellarmine.
all of the students out unless there
"It's livable," Holtz said. "But it is a drastic change in the number of
takes some getting used to."
students living on campus," Albert
Ortiz said she doesn't mind said.
the triple and she got used to livHe said there will be more flexing with two other people quickly. ibility over the next couple of quar-

here, it is offered at WHINSEC,
formerly known as the School of
the Americas, or SOA.
WHINSEC, the Western
Hemisphere Institution for Security
Cooperation, receives personnel
sent by various Latin American
governments. Some claim these
men and women are trained in order to suppress democratic change
within their own governments
through the ways of interrogation
and counter-insurgency.
"There is a disturbing correlation between the people trained
at the school and those same
people going back to their countries in order to apply their skills
in violent ways," said Meaghan
Driscoll, junior English major and
third year WHINSEC protestor.
"SOA graduates have been connected to drug rings, massacres
and assassinations."
Demonstrators travel to Fort
Benning near Columbus, Georgia
and protest the school in what is
usually a peaceful manner.
"The protest itself is more of a

rights violations, it doesn't take

However, she is moving

solemn procession. It's almost like

into account the ones who haven't

said Kristen Morgan, senior political science major. "The
names of those killed by the SOA
graduates over the years are read
aloud one by one. It's a very silent
event considering the many thousands of people who attend."
The protest is a three day event.
The first couple of days involve
educational seminars and general
rallying. The third day contains
the actual protest, but it is not
the kind with lots of noise and

been discovered," said professor
Gary Chamberlain. "Also, if you
for example take 1 percent ofall
Seattle U graduates in the past 40
years and say that they are guilty
of these same crimes, then you
can see how 1 percent can become
very significant."
Many protestors question
whether WHINSEC is really an
efficient use ofAmerican tax dollars. Protestors are optimistic about
the future ofrheir cause.
"It has potential to gain support
because ofObama. His personality
encourages the idea of diplomacy,"
Ball said. "His leadership could inspire people who are not normally

Garret* Mukai
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Jonathan Palinkas and Brandon Hexsel both enjoy living in their quad on Bellarmine's seventh floor.

Taylor Olson
Staff Writer
At the beginning'of the school
year, many students placed in
transitional housing were dissatisfied and frustrated with their
cramped rooms. Now Housing and
Residence Life can't seem get those
students out.
"It isn't#as bad as I thought it
was going to be," said freshman
pre-major Devon Bell who lives in
a transitional triple on the seventh
floor of Bellarmine.
Tim Albert, assistanc director of

Housing and Residence Life, also
said the triples have turned out to
be a more positive experience than
was

initially anticipated.

Albert said at the moment,
there are only six students who are
looking to move out of transitional
housing. He added that some are
content enough with where they are
to wait until a room that fits their
requests becomes available.
Numerous e-mails asking for requests to move out of transitional
housing were sent to students by
Housing and Residence Life.
"Most have chosen to stay or
haven't responded," Albert said.
"So we proceed from the assumption that they're satisfied."
According to Albert, only one
person has been moved out of
the lounges. Half of the people
placed in transitional triples are

and Chris Converse, a freshman
pre-major resident of Campion,
some of the quads use their kitchens to host dinners for their floors

to

the sixth

floor of Bellarmine because a place
in a double room became available.
She will be the first person to move
out of a transitional triple on the
fifth floor.

It isn't as bad as

I thought it was
going to be.
Devon Bell
Triple Resident

Gustafson said that while the
is kind of crowded, living
with two people has taught her to
be more flexible.
"It's a good opportunity to meet
more people and to live with and
grow closer to two people," she

triple

still there.

said.

Dale Knudsen, a sophomore philosophy major and resident assistant
on the fifth floorof Bellarmine, said
Housing and Resident Life does a
great job oftaking care of their students. He noted other universities
often place three students in rooms
intended for two residents.
"UW does the same thing without the bat of an eye," Knudsen
said. Knudsen pointed out the discounted cost of the triple and gift
baskets were perks of the situation
atSU.
Students said there are other
benefits to living in transitional
housing. In both Campion and
Bellarmine, there are televisions
in the rooms. Quads in Campion
are equipped with kitchens and
Bellarmine quads come with two
micro-fridges. According to Albert

Residents of the seventh floor
quad in Bellarmine said their housing experience has been great so far.
The freshmen residents come from
Guam, Phoenix, San Diego and
Houston.
Jonathan Palinkas, a freshman
political science major, said he enjoys the opportunity to live with
three different people from three
very different places.
"It's more flexible to move stuff
around," Palinkas said. "But the
one drawback is that we don't have
a sink."
Palinkas said the quad is very
spacious compared to doubles and
they don't get in each other's way
when they're in the room.
"I dig our quad," said Travis
Michael, Palinkas' fellow quad
resident.

ters

as some students will go abroad

choose not to live on campus.
Albert said some students would
prefer to have their lounges back
on each floor, but Housing and
Residence Life does not want to
have to turn students away that
need housing. He adds that every
building does have study spaces
aside from lounges; there are education centers in the basements of
Xavier, Campion and Bellarmine.
He said many students utilize the
lobbies ofBellarmine and Campion
to study as well.
Knudsen believes, that for many
students, the lounges would serve a
more social function.
"It's nice to have a lounge,"
Knudsen said, "but it's not
or

fundamental."
He also said that many freshmen
don't even notice that there isn't a
lounge unless upperclassmen point
it out.

Gustafson and Ortiz said they
wouldn't use the lounge to study
even if they did have one on their
floor. They said they would likely
use it to hang out and watch
television.
On the fifth floor, some people
have been trying to use the hallway as a study space, Knudsen said.
He recommended utilizing spaces
that have been widely unused, like
spaces in Piggott and the third and
fourth floors of the library.
While the housing situation
is not as dire as some thought it
would be, the university remains
over capacity. Administrators hope
to solve this problem in future years
with additional housing and study
spaces.

Taylor can be reached at
olsont@seattleu.edu

a funeral,"

people picketing.
"A lot of people start crying. It's
really emotional when you realize
what an atrocity it is. It's a roller
coaster of emotion," Driscoll said.
"You're saddened, but at the same
time you become joyful and excited when you realize you're doing
something about it."
The School of Americas was
originally founded in Panama in
1946 to combat communism.
Protestors finally saw the closing of
the school in December of 2001,
but it reopened as WHINSEC a
month later with added courses
pertaining to human rights.
"The name change was a
symbolic attempt to detach itself
from the negative image they had

rights violations.
"Although only 1 percent ofall
the SOA graduates have been discovered as being guilty of human

interested in protest movements to
become active."
A bill is introduced into Congress
every year by Massachusetts congressman Jim McGovern to shut
down the school. Last year it was
shot down by only seven votes.
"Hopefully soon we'll really
begin to look at this use of tax
money so that we truly can bring
democracy to other countries," said
Chamberlain.
Fernando can be reahed at
sionsonf@seattleu.edu

Earn a Seattle University Certificate in TESOL in as little as 4 weeks
•

•

•

•

Earn Credits from

Seattle

H^

University

Credits may apply to Master's Programs or

ELL

endorsement

11

Four Week Intensive start dates per year

Day, Evening and Online classes available

,

|«^^^*^

www.SCHOOLOFTESL.com
f

The School of Teaching ESL
(in c»t»r a tla n wW. 5....1.

Uni

r

.r,tty)

9620 stone Av« n, suit* 101, Seattle, wa
206-781-8607 STESUnfo9Baattleu.edu

November 19, 2008
4 the spectator news
SU scholarship finalists hit the Rhode running
Alex LaCasse
Staff Writer

essay, four to eight letters of recommendation and a detailed

personal resume.
Ryan Sawyer, 1995 alum, is the

The Rhodes Scholarship, a prestigious international fellowship, has
selected two Seattle University finalists. While having two finalists from
one university is rare enough, the two
are also roommates.
TJ Sheehy, political science major
and Kai Smith, senior political science and history major, discovered
two weeks ago they had been selected
as finalists.
"Weborrow one another's material, and help each other out—provide
support," said Smith, who found out
his finalist status while on the phone
with an aunt.
"I was on the phone, and this
e-mail just popped up. I was very
humbled," said Smith.
Sheehy had a similar reaction after hearing the news of his finalist

only Rhodes Scholar

to come from
Seattle University. It has been 12
years since the university has had
two finalists in the program.
"Many people would say that
the Rhodes is the most prestigious
scholarship in the world because
it has such a long tradition behind
it," said Jerry Cobb, S.J., professor
and Rhodes Foundation faculty
representative.
The Rhodes Scholarship was
established in 1902 after the death
of Cecil Rhodes, a 19th century
English colonizer and Oxford alum.
The scholarship is said to be the oldest international fellowship in the
world and has several distinguished
alumni.
Cobb elects, prepares and identifies potential nominees on a yearly
basis.
"If we continue to have quality
finalists every year then eventually we
will get winners," he said.

status.

"It is a great honor; I don't think it
has fully sunk in yet," he said.
The Rhodes Scholarship provides
32 American students with paid tuition to Oxford University as well as
a living stipend for two years. For
purposes of the competition, the
scholarship committee separates the
country into 16 different regions.
There are roughly 12-16 finalists in
each, wherein two are selected after a
20-minute in person interview.
Past distinguished winners have
included President Bill Clinton
and former senator Bill Bradley

Sheehy entered through
Washington state whileSmith entered
through his home state of Montana.
Because they are in different regions,
Smith and Sheehy will not be competing against each other.
Smith travels to Des Moines this
Thursday for the interview while
Sheehy will be interviewed in Seattle.
Interviews across every region take
place Nov. 22, and results will be revealed to all finalists that evening.
"It is a really wonderful achievement for Seattle University to have

among many.

The application process for Smith
and Sheehy included a 1,000-word
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two

finalists, regardless of whether

they win or not," Cobb said.
The 20-minute interview will include an intense round of questioning from a panel of experts. From
current events, to business to the
sciences, no topic is offlimits for the
finalists. The committee is looking
for scholars who demonstrate superior academic abilities, a physical
vitality, leadership and commitment
to public service.
"It is a lot of prep, practice interviews, reading and keeping up with
current events," Sheehy said.
Depending on the direction of
the results, Seattle U could have two
Rhodes scholars. Currently Smith
and Sheehy are both receiving interview help from Luke Greene, fellowships coordinator, and Theresa

Earenfight, history professor.

The latter of the requirements,

really just want to be in politics,
making health care more affordable
and Smith have had a wealth of and accessible."
According to Sheehy and Smith,
experience.
Sheehy most recently spent 11 Seattle U provided them both
public service, is an area that Sheehy

months in Haiti where he focused
on

development.

rural community; I
managed a waterproject and worked
on road construction," Sheehy said.
Afterward he decided he wanted to
go into development in the future.
Smith worked for the insurance
commission in Montana. He helped
put a measure on the ballot that
would provide 30,000 Montanan
children with healthcare. The bill
just passed in the Nov. 4 election
with 70-30 in favor.
"I am very much grounded in
public service back in my home
state of Montana," Smith said. "I

"I

was

in

a

with

a strong
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here care about students first and
foremost," he said. "The amount
of personal attention, guidance,
mentorship that so many people
on this campus have provided—l
don't think any other school can
offer that."
Alex can be reached at
lacassea@seattleu.edu
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"Coming to SU really positioned
me to be the best candidate possible
for the Rhodes," Sheehy said.
Smith echoed his sentiments.
"The people who are hired
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Bon Appétit struggles to accomodate alternative diets
Eric Gordon
Staff Writer

Everyone knows about Bon

Appetit's tireless methods to stay
true to their mission of sustainability, including their purchasing of local and organic eggs and
produce, and their commitment to
buying fish only according to the
Monterey Bay Aquarium's seafood
watch guidelines. But what students
may not know is how. Bon App
takes efforts to cater to customers
with alternative diets.
One of Bon Appetit's main
methods of staying true to their

vegetable-oriented customers is
avoiding cross-contamination in
the kitchen.
Making sure to keep cookware,
knives and other utensils clean
while preparing different foods may
seem like standard practice, but it's a
practice Bon App constantly aims to
reinforce, as slip ups do occur.
"The principles we apply in a
food safety standpoint in preventing
cross-contamination we also apply
to our vegetarian preparations," said
Buzz Hofford, general manager of

Bon Appetit, "because a true vegetarian doesn't want to have a dish
that's madewith vegetables diat was
cut with a knife that may have meat
byproduct on it."

don't do kosher

of Bon Appetit's constant efforts
in offering vegan and vegetarian
options.
"I feel that they have a lot of
options, and they mix it up, but
they could really offer more,"
said Danielle Guyer, vegetarian sophomore pre-major. "They
could make more of their specials
vegetarian options."
And still other students, despite
their appreciation, feel that it's just

here on campus.

all for show.
"Although there

We don't have
that facility, so we

is one vegoption at every station, it
seems like they have it there just
so they can show they have it; it's
not like they're really catering to
that group of people," said Derron
Yuhara, vegetarian freshman
photography major.
But despite Bon App's efforts
to accommodate Seattle Us vegan
and vegetarian students, there are
still other students who aren't represented, including those whose diets
cater to their religion.
"That's something that technically we're not able to do on campus. To be true, certified kosher,
you need to have a space that is
etarian

Buzz Hofford
Bon App Manager

An instance of this happening
that has recently been rectified is in
the deli station of C-Street, where
knives being used to cut sandwiches
containing turkey and roast beef
were also being used to cut vegetable
sandwiches. Bon Appetit corrected
this by training their employees to
wipe the knife with a sterilized cloth
between each sandwich that makes
its way down the assembly line.
Some students are appreciative
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dedicated stricdy to kosher preparation," said Hofford. "We don't have
that facility, so we don't do kosher
here on campus."

Cross-contamination

will always be an issue
for on campus dinning
As part ofreligious practice, some
students have certain dietaryrestrictions. Jewish students are required
to eat only kosher food, and Islamic
students are restricted to a diet that
prohibits pork, and sometimes are
only able to eat meat that has been
slaughtered in a certain way. Sari

Mira is one of these students.
"There is a lot of variety," said
Mira, sophomore mechanical engineering student, "but when you're
tried everything, you really get sick
of it."
While many students with alternative diets feel that C-Street and
other locations lack in a variety of
options, there are still ways to voice
comments and concerns.
"We always encourage people to
give us ideas, if there are particular dishes they want to see," said
Hofford, "but it seems like we have
a pretty wide selection. I think it's
challenging for anyone with dietary
restrictions."
Eric can be reached at
gordone@seattleu.edu

The real deal: SIP

Student Investment Program gives $50k to play the stock market
Kassi Rodgers
Volunteer Writer

fund. The Redhawk Fund will provide $250,000 ofSU's endowment
that will be managed by a group of
Students in the Albers School of students.
Business will soon be getting valu"TheRedhawk Fund is very difable hands-on investment experiferent from the Student Investment
ence. $50,000 worth ofexperience, Program because the goal is
to be exact.
long term value stock," Pretlow
The Student Investment remarked.
The student investmentprogram
Program, sponsored by investment
involves
Davidson,
through
D.A. Davidson restricts
company D.A.
about 20 colleges and universities what can be purchased to stocks,
around the Northwest. Students are but Albers, hopes the larger fund
given $50,000 to invest in the stock for the Redhawk Fund allows more
market, but unlike other market investment tools to be utiliied.
simulation programs, the money
"Our hopes for the Redhawk
to
students
is
real.
Fund
is diat the increased amount
given
The program combines thework of money will increase the variety of
of the classroom and boardroom. investment options, as well as openWhere to parcel out the funds is ing investing up to a larger number
the responsibility of students in of students," said Joe Phillips, dean
the Investment Practicum taught by of Albers School of Business and
professor Ruben Trevino. Students Economics.
research specific stocks, analyze and
make predictions regarding growth
potential. Each student presents Five percent of
dieir findings to die class, and the
students decide on the smartest the profits go to
investment.

"A lot of students want to get Seattle University.
investing post-gtaduation,
and [working with] real money
The program is expected to
forces us to be more prudent, and
make responsible decisions," said begin sometime in 2009, but a
Melvin Pretlow, senior finance and complete infrastructure has not
business economics major, and been finalized. Carrithers points
Albers Investment club Portfolio to other universities as a source of
aspiration.
Manager.
"Other schools have seen stuThe management ofthe portfodent
lio is switched over afterfall quarter
managed investments funds
to students in theAlbers Investment
grow to an excess of $15 to $20
the
Club. At die end of the year,
Despite the economic downslide,
Albers Investment Club hands over
its portfolio to DA Davidson, who students in the program remain
decides whether or not to liquidate hopeful.
"Our goal [this year] is to return
or keep any of the stocks.
of
positive growth, and beat our S&P
If there is a gain, 5 percent
to
that gain is donated die school, 500 benchmark," Melvin said.
Widi about 24 members, Albers
andany losses are absorbed by D .A.
Club attempts to be as
Investment
Davidson.
"There is no down side to it; [it's] beginner friendly as possible.
"It is a really good time to be a
very lowrisk," said David Carrithers,
[~.] Our current economic
student
of
professor economics.
"Our students are not naive insituationis a great teaching moment
because things are happening for
vestors, they are very sophisticated,"
die first time in financial history,"
said Carrithers.
the
the
success
of
said.
Phillips
Inspired by
the
Investment
Program,
Student
Board ofTrustees recendy approved Kassi can be reached at
rodgersk@seattleu.edu
a Student Managed Investment
into

,
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Specs of the week
SU filmmakers travel to
San Francisco

Student added to Board of
Trustees

Junior English majors Jake
Wild and Adam Toth took home
the award for Best Product placement at Campus MovieFest's
Western Grand Finale last weekend. They were among several

Brian Yadao, senior finance and
business economics major, was appointed to Seattle U's Board of
Trustees Investment Committee,
according to an e-mail sent out by
ASSU on Monday. Yadao will bring
the student perspective onto the
board, a group in charge ofmaking important financial decisions
for the university.
The addition of a student to
the board was a major goal of Kai
Smith, ASSU president. Smith has
been meeting with school administrators about this issue since last
year.
"I feel great," said Smith. "It's an
accomplishment for all ASSU."
Smith said Yadao was chosen
as the representative because ofhis
previous investment experience
and his involvement in several oncampus groups.
Yadao said he was excited for the
opportunity to serve on the board
and hopes it will inspire more students to become involved with
their university.
"I feel that the fact I am a student may encourage other students to become more aware of
school policies and decisions," said
Yadao.
Recently, ASSU also helped create die Committee on Responsible
Investment, a group of students
that review the university's endowment. Students interested in serving on this committee, and other
groups on campus, should contact
ASSU.

Seattle U students present at the
award ceremony in San Francisco
on Sunday, Nov. 16. It followed
the smaller award ceremony held
at SU on Nov. 6.
"It was a long, crazy weekend,"
said Toth. "But it was cool."
Each of the four winning SU
teams received two round-trip
plane tickets to San Francisco.
Wild and Toth also won cell
phones and $250 for AT&T services for their movie "Expelled."
Toth and Wild were the only
regional winners from SU. Most
other teams came from schools in

California.
"SU was basically blown out
of the water," said junior Enrique
Cabrera, who acted in the movie

"The Daily Grind."
Cabrera pointed out the other
universities have film programs
and their students have access to
funding and more sophisticated
equipment. Nevertheless, attendees said they had a good time and
many, including Wild, plan to enter

again

next

year.

"I'm really glad CMF decided
to come to SU," said Cabrera.
"I think it's a great program
and has a bright future at our
school."

November 19, 2008
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New Summit: bigger and better
in late 2008
Big changes are in store for Summit, the popular library
system used by the Seattle University community to borrow
books, cds, dvds, etc.

Currently, Summit provides access to over 28 million items
from 35 college and university libraries throughout Oregon and Washington. This fall,
the Seattle University library staff is working with other members of the Orbis
Cascade Alliance to upgrade and improve Summit. When the project is completed in
2009, you'll be able to identify over 107 million items from libraries around the
world—with one easy search.
Summit services will continue without interruption until the upgrade is completed, but
we do want to highlight a few things for you to be aware of during the transition:
•

•

•

•

•

•

Continue using Summit as you normally would to find and request materials you
need from other libraries.
Beginning on December I, the new software and new user interface will replace
the current version of Summit.
You'll still be able to see what you have checked out but, in Summit's initial phase
of development, you will need to look in two places. Library material from your
home library will appear in your local catalog, while material from other libraries
will appear in Summit.
Courier service between Orbis Cascade Alliance member libraries is not changing
and will continue to be fast and reliable.
For a limited time, Summit loan periods will be expanded to 6 weeks with no
renewals during the initial phase of the project. We expect the capacity for
renewing to be restored as soon as feasible.
Your patience and flexibility during this time of change are appreciated. Libraries'
staff will be on a learning curve as the interface is tested, workflows change, and
we implement the new Summit.

We're confident that you'll appreciate the enhancements in store for this important
service. If you'd like more information about the new Summit read the FAQ at http://
www.orbiscascade.org/index/new-summit or ask a library staff person.

John Popko, University Librarian,

Lemieux Library
Kristin Cheney, Associate Dean for Library and Educational Technology, School of Law
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Local Imam confronts Western misconceptions
Justin Najar

in the religion.

Volunteer Writer

Farajallah said many of the

in-

where women seem to be
as when a
woman is stoned to death because
she was raped, are not Islamic at all.
They are cultural practices which are
actually antithetical to Islam.
Farajallah also referenced passages from the Quran that appear
to support the subordination of
women to men. He said this is because they are mistranslations of the
original Arabic.
Another topic of interest for the
attendees was the status of homosexuals in Islam. The question has
gained increased relevance in light
of California's recent passage of
Proposition 8, which banned gay
marriage in the state.
Farajallah said Islam does not
allow gay marriage. In Islam, marriage can only exist between a man
stances

Students at Seattle U recently
took a mind-expanding trip across
cultures.
Hisham Farajallah, president of
the Islamic Center of Washington,
visited Seattle University last

Wednesday to bring greater understanding of Islam to a Jesuit
university.
Farajallah began the night with an
introduction ofhimself. A Boeing engineer, he is originally from Hebron,
a town now part of Israel, when it
was a part of Jordan. Farajallah also
helps operate the Idris Mosque in
North Seattle.
Farajallah spoke to a crowd of
nearly 60 people to clarify many
misconceptions about the basics
of Islam.
He emphasized the difference between practices central to the Islamic
faith itselfand those other practices
which may be native to the cultures
in which Islam predominates. He
also stressed the difference between
Islam and Muslims and said Islam is
not in any way tied to one thing or
one person. Instead, it exists as its
own entity which some may choose
to follow as best they can.
During the speech, Farajallah
fielded questions from the audience
about Islam. One attendee asked
Farajallah about the status of women
in Islam. Another asked if the often
negative media portrayal of women
in Islam had any truth in it or basis

oppressed by Islam, such

and

a woman.

Some members of the crowd took
issue with this aspect of the religion.
Farajallah responded by saying that
was an aspect of the religion over
which he had no power to control
or decide.
Throughout his speech, Farajallah
emphasized Islam's inherent focus
on the individual and its relation
to

God.

"You make a mistake, it's between
you and Him, and not anybody else,
unless you do something wrong
against a friend, then you need their
forgiveness as well," said Farajallah.
Freshman international business

major Robert Birungi attended the
event to learn about Islam and to see
whether or not the image of Islam
often projected in American media,
many times in the context ofviolence
and terrorism, had any truth to it.
"I like the way he filled in information gaps. He did much to bring
out the positive aspects of die Islamic
religion, things like the charity, the
zakat, and how he talked about the
role ofwomen in Islam, and how influential they can be," said Birungi.
Birungi said Farajallah's speech
helped to dispel many misconceptions about Islam and the Muslim
community in America and did
much to foster an understanding
of the religion as a religion and a
way oflife.
"Overall, I think he gives the
other side of the coin, and for those
who drew some information from it,
they can now have a more informed
perspective ofIslam anywhere in the
world," said Birungi.
The speech was part of this year's
academic salons program, Engaging
Worlds: Crossing Borders. History
professor Theresa Earenfight runs
the salons, which are meant to increase intellectual activity and discussion about certain themes each
year on campus.
"It linked a history class, a corecurriculum class and the ideal that
was die original intention of the salons," said Earenfight.
Adam Kollgaard

Justin can be reached at

Hisham Farajallah, president of the Islamic Center of Washington, spoke

najarj@seattleu.edu

Wednesday Nov. 12 as part of the university's Academic Salons.
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so many people care.
Pete Ruger
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Senior
Peter Ruger, a senior visual arts
major, said he felt recognized by
die Seatde community protesting
Prop 8.
"It is really exciting to be in
a place where so many people
care," he said. "As a gay man,
you realize you're not as alone as
you think."
Ahren Resleff, a sophomore geography major volunteered with
the Human Rights Campaign,
the nations largest gay and lesbian
rights organization, for the march
on Saturday.

"On a scale of one to 10, this is
al5 on my level of importance,"
he said.
Douglas Hamilton, a member
of the protests' co-sponsor organization, Equal Rights Washington,

ERW, helped facilitate the crowd
when the procession arrived at
Westlake plaza rally. "It has been
a spontaneous outpouring,"
he said.
Protestors hung from the balcony of Westlake Center's mall
and crowded around the plaza
stage to hear more speakers.
Representative Jamie Pederson and
Jody Lang, head of Washington's
Gay and Lesbian Task Force took
the stage.
Hamilton said he estimated
there were over 5,000 people in
the crowd at Westlake Center.
"It just shows that we are a

progressive, open-minded and
fair group of people," he said.
ERW is currently planning
Equality Day, a GLBT rights rally
at the state capital in Olympia for
March 12, 2009.
For more coverage of the Proposition
8 protests check out our online content at su-spectator.com for videos
and community reactions to the
protest.

Katie can be reached at
fardenk@seattleu.edu
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What up wit it: No really,
Political correctness met with mixed reviews
Emily Holt
Assistant News Editor

,

The morning after Obama's
election, the images of the odd
figure looming over the doors of
Caffe Vita, scattered about on colorful posters, bore a remarkable

resemblance to the president-elect.
Regardless of Caffe Vita's owners
presenting this image of Obama,
politically charged language and
images are in the air.
This election was in many ways
a battleground for the media over
the way to be politically correct
in the coverage of candidates that
challenged American conceptions
of race and gender. But this battle
is also representative of a generation of young adults who have been
raised to speak in "p.c." terms, or
perhaps not at all.
Jeffrey Philpott, an associate
professor of communication who
focuses on rhetoric, says he is wary
of die extent to which political correctness can rule speech.

"I think 'p.c.-ness as we commonly think about it is a dangerous thing. I think that I am always concerned when it becomes
so unpopular to express an idea
that people feel that they have to
hide their beliefs," Philpott says.
"Because somdbne chooses not to
express it, doesn't mean they don't
hold it."
He noted that while some
,

students use offensive language
make a point or be funny, students are often overly concerned
with being politically correct to
the point they remain silent about
to

important issues.
"I am often more concerned
about the students who aren't
willing to bait others, who aren't
willing to express their opinions,"
Philpott says.
When he does encounter students using offensive language in
class debates, he encourages them

to use language that will not shut
down conversation on the premise
that it is rhetorically ineffective.
The classroom setting is entirely
different from the public sphere,
he says.
"I still think there needs to be
a place in the public sphere for the
most unpopular opinions imaginable. There should also be a place
in that public sphere for critiques
of those opinions," Philpott says.
"Because otherwise, it becomes an
informal form of censorship."
The public sphere is one in
which society moves to make decisions about how to best order
society, according to Philpott, and
for him, free speech is essential
to this effort. Classroom settings,
church groups and office gatherings, he says, have the goal of
maximum participation but are all
settings in which he notes there is
too great a risk of marginalization

through language.
Czarina Ramsay, assistant direcof the Office of Multicultural
Affairs, must often deal with the
way in which language can be marginalizing in OMA's Courageous
Conversations. In these talks,
students challenge conceptions
of gender, sexuality, race and cultor

is a large factor for many a rule to exist on what is poli
who advocate for inclusive lan- -tically correct.
"To think that there is some
guage, a term Ramsay and oththink
is
a
better
than
ultimate
truth that exists globally
ers
goal
[and can determine what is p.c]
political correctness.
Orwell
first
coined
die
is a stretch to me," Ramsay says.
George
correctness"
term "political
to sati- "I just think of how I want to be
rize the way in which people once regarded in conversations."
had to use certain speech so as to
For many students, issues of
not get in trouble with the gov- race, difference and the history
ernment. The term later came to behind them may hold less imrepresent a way for people to get portance than they did for other
heard so as to make their point generations.
more strongly. Now, it is often atGary Perry, associate professor
tributed to the leftist tendency to of sociology, says young adults toavoid offending others.
day can choose new ways to define
themselves in part because of the
way in which the Internet provides
Because someone
such an option and because there
are no longer legal forms ofsegregachooses not to express tion defining identity for people.
Some students, including freshman biochemistry major Michelle
it, doesn't mean
Morrissey, feels being politically
they don't hold it.
correct was more of a concern for
adults than it was for teens. Perry
Jeffrey Philpott echoed this statement, noting how
Communications Professor many teens chose not to racially
identify or say they do not put importance on a friends identity.
The LGBTQ community, howDrawing on an older definition
of the term, students and come- ever, is one example of a commudians alike often use politically nity of individuals seeking to deincorrect speech in order to make fine themselves to the extent that
a point.
diey have now chosen an acronym
Jodi O'Brien, head ofthe sociol- diat is now over seven letters long.
ogy department, however, pointed While understanding their need for
out the problem in this language self-identification, Perry criticizes
given the history of inequalities. how focusing so much on a symbol
of identity these letters excludes
larger communities from talking
about real issues of social inequity
and progress.
While young adults feel that
they can define themselves or
opt out of the system, the media
must necessarily use words to describe its subjects. For Ramsay,
this issue of identifying people
was unavoidable in mainstream

history

-

>
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media's identification of the
presidential candidates.
"In aspects of that dialogue,
people made comments diat deval"It's a very insidious way to prop

understand each up the mydiic norm or die mydiic
other's points. In the guidelines center, the normative center, widiof the Courageous Conversations, out having to take responsibility for
Ramsay says no comment is not it," O'Brien says, referring to norms
worth being heard.
that marginalize parts of society.
She lamented that many times,
Many students complain that
the current generation of students being "p.c." about all issues of race
have had conversations shut down and culture prohibits dieir language
before anyone explained why what and intentions and is in fact reverse
they were saying was hurtful. She racism. But O'Brien attributes the
notes there is a difference between tendency for white students to
having a conversation and censor- complain about reverse racism to
a lack ofknowledge about the hising yourself.
"I don't think that being 'p.c' is tory ofsocial inequities.
a form of censorship," Ramsay says.
Lauren Johansen, senior English
For her, conversation and language major, agreed that people do not
comes with dieresponsibility oflis- often consider the weight that
tening and being aware of the in- words carry.
"The road to equality is awful...
tention behind one's words and the
cultural background of die other. you can at least change die way you
"It's about being thoughtful of speak about people. It's just about
past and current histories of racial respect," she says.
and cultural identifiers," she says.
Most professors agree though
The importance of a word's language is too subjective for
ture in

order

to

ued aspects of their identities and
let stereotypes play out," Ramsay
says, noting the "othering" of now
President Obama and the comments about Sen. McCain's age.
Perry felt that while the media
strayed from outward racist or sexist
remarks about Sen. Clinton or Sen.
Obama, there was still an outward

discourse that amplified difference
without naming it. A symbolic effort at being "p.c." does little more
than re-writing the stereotypes
for Perry.
"I did not get the sense that the
mainstream media did their job of
critiquing [the candidates] in a way
that was warranted. There was no
scathing investigation of the policies as there has been in white candidates," Perry says. "Because ofthe
genteel cause of being 'p.c., there
were questions that the media did
not ask."
,

Emily can be reached at
holtel@seattleu.edu
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Techno lingo: Youth modernizes language use
Veronica Martin

Staff Writer
Bilingualism is an essential part of
growing up in the current technology-dependent society. Of course,
there are the standard choices of
Spanish, Arabic, German, French or
Japanese to supplement one's career
and increase opportunities for communication. But there is another
language altogether that most young
people already speak and older generations sometimes struggle to learn:
the language of technology.

"They have

to

be bilingual,"

Sharon Cumberland says, assistant
professor ofAmerican literature and
poetry, of die current generation of
students. "They have to be able to
speak formal English, but they also
have to be able to communicate
with their peers in this evolving
language that's appropriate to the

digital age."
Stock phrases such as "laugh out
loud" and "be right back," developed
by conversing over instant messaging systems such as AIM online or
texting on cell phones, are shortened
to "LOL" and "BRB."
"I sometimes wonder if using
'textese' will make my students
want to write poems without vowels, for example," says Sam Green,
Washington state poet laureate and
writer-in-residence at Seattle U.
"But, so far, it's as though students
feel comfortable sliding from the
language of electronic media into
odier forms ofspeech the way some
people switch from the Venetian dialect to Italian."
Green has yet to encounter any

large or sudden shifts of students'
language within the classroom.
"No student has yet used the
'google' as a verb in a poem,
but it's certainly going to come, and
it's going to be the correct choice,"
Green writes.
Choice of language depends
upon the situation, a reality Jeff
Philpott, core curriculum director
and assistant professor for the communication department, sees as the
most important point when discussing the changing verbal landscape.
"I'm more concerned with what
makes for effective language use,"
Philpott says. "We need to be flexible in communicationand language
choices. These choices need to be applicable to the situation we're in."
Cumberland teaches the "History
of Narrative," where students study
the work of Walter J. Ong, who
wrote "Orality and Literacy: The
Technologizing of the Word." Ong
describes the paradigm shifts between the big swings in media such
as the transition from an oral to a
written tradition as influenced by the
printing press.
"If students don't know their
grammar it's not because students aren't what they used to
be, it's that grammar isn't what
it used to be," Cumberland says,
term

Braden VanDragt

The Spectator

With the current technology trend, ways in which the youth are communicating have changed to accommodate a fast-paced culture.
need to for their world," she adds.
The worry that students don't
know their grammar, read less and
text message more is an anxiety circulating around a paradigm shift in
communication, Cumberland explains. This anxiety is nothing new,
just as the creation of slang is nothing new.
"There are variations [of slang]
being introduced by technology,
but this is not different from the
way clever folk have always come
up with interesting things to do
with language and make it their
own," Cumberland emphasizes.
Like Ong, she isn't worried about
the English language disappearing
anytime soon.
"We need to access language
from both the past and future to
understand the wisdom of the past,"
she says.

Skipping introductory small talk, importance we place on the subject.
Joe Darda, a student at the
conversational rule, Similarly, he continues, the analogies University of Washington who
is another new development in stu- a culture creates to explain human interned for the Seattle Post
dent behavior.
processes, such as comparing the hu- Intelligencer, sees the straightfor"More off-putting [than ap- man brain to a computer, reflect the ward nature of communication
manifested online.
proaching authority informally] is value of that culture.
when someone jumps right into a
"There's definitely an upfrontness
"Different languages are capable
message or conversation without any of different things," Cumberland to blogging and online flow ofinforgreeting," Philpott says. "It's not a says. "There are Slovak languages mation," he says. "People want that
matter of formality but a matter that have verb forms for twos; they instant feedback."
of disrespect."
have doubles. Imagine what it would
Katey Enslein, sophomore in
Rick Malleus, professor of be like to write a love poem with a humanities for teaching at Seattle
communication, notices e-mails verb form reserved only for talking U, attributes students' use of shortfrom students often leave out about twos."
ened language to this need for
the salutation.
instant information.
once a standard

"If you walk into the classroom or
my office, you would greet me first,"
he says. Instead, sometimes students
cut straight to "the point.
The development of interpersonal communication is no doubt
affected by people's use oftechnology. Questioning the extent to which
face-to-face interactions and personal
relationships will change as a result
of this, Malleus points out, is what
Many linguists say
people should focus on studying.
that a new language
"The thing we need to look at
is not so much the change in lanis like a new soul.
guage, but will that language change
the nature ofa person's interpersonal
Ted Fortier skills," Malleus says. "Would you
Anthropology Professor be able to curse and say the same
nasty things in person that you do
Other professors are similarly
unconcerned. Philpott has not
experienced the technologically
influenced verbiage in students'

writing. He has, however, noticed
students' tendency to address their

professors informally.

"I'm startled students assume
that language would be appropriate
when they don'tknow me very well,"
Philpott says. "They assume a level
ofinformality that could get them in
paraphrasing Ong.
"Students are learning what they trouble with some people."

Students are learning

what they need to
for their world.
Sharon Cumberland
Creative Writing Director

"It shows how impatient our gensupporting
our fast-paced culture," she says.
"My suspicion is that the spread
of linguistic change is much faster
because technology provides such
ready access, both for practice
and for exposure," Green says.
"Whereas certain language might
once have been confined to regions,
it now spreads internationally—and
very quickly."
As to whether or not the current
linguistic tendencies will have a lasting effect on culture as a whole, it is
too soon to tell, says Fortier.
"Reality is created by language,"
he says, "and once we create that
reality, we have to figure out how
it works."
But one way to gauge lasting linguistic impressions may be to analyze
its presence in art.
"We've seen how 'street' language has made its way into some
of the written arts," he continues.
"My suspicion is that technolanguage will do the same. Why
wouldn't it? The use of language is
eration is becoming—it's

Other cultural nuances are also
communicated through grammar
and word choice. Cumberland
uses the example of a story written in Spanish about two lovers:
the woman from a nobler milieu of
society, the man from a lower rank.
Even when diey are in bed together,
over technology?"
arguably the most intimate of situations, he still addresses her as his
as
allows
for
difJust technology
ferent behavior, language allows for superior; she addresses him as her innew interpretations of the world.
ferior. Their class issues are immedithat
a
new
atelyrecognizable through language,
"Many linguists say
language is like a new soul," explains Cumberland explains.
Ted Fortier, associate professor of an"We used to have that too," she
thropology. "Many people thinkthat says of using pronouns to convey
when beginning a new language, levels of intimacy. "Thee and thou
it's a matter of translation. But it's a are not part of an archaic language—
whole shift in consciousness."
they are a way ofaddressing someone infinitely interesting."
The number of words we have intimately." The English language no
for a specific item or concept, Fortier longer has this nuance of expression, Veronica can be reached at
martinv@seattleu.edu
explains, determines the amount of Cumberland laments.
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Lee Center's latest, 'Melancholy Play' offers a new
interpretation of an often misunderstood moroseness

GarrettMukai

The Spectator

Annie Rose Favreau plays Tilly, the triste protagonist in Sarah Ruhi's musically inclined "Melancholy Play."
Veronica Martin
Staff Writer

Tilly is melancholy. But Tilly
tantalizing and inspired. In
fact, her melancholic humor is endlessly and dangerously attractive.
"Melancholy Play, written
by Sarah Ruhl, sent its audience
erupting from the Lee Center's
theater doors on opening night,
Nov. 13, already occupied in buoyant conversation.
"I never knew the definition of
melancholy," said Jessica Bernard,
freshmen psychology major. "How
we can see it in a less sad way, in a
more literary sense."
Tilly, the protagonist played
by Annie Rose Favreau, is the title
is also

, '

melancholy character in the piece.
"[She's] so beautifully, exquisitely melancholy that everyone falls
in love with her," said Christine
Sumption, director of "Melancholy
Play" and interim associate chair of
Fine Arts.
The play revolves around Tilly's
day-to-day interactions with her

Sumption said. "We don't get that
if we're medicating away our highs
and lows."
Michael Roth composed the
play's score for solo cello. The musician also plays thecharacter Julian,
which adds a unique element to the

tailor, hairdresser, hairdresser's
significant other and psychiatrist.
Marked by a palpable disposition to burst into tears, Tilly embraces her less than cheerful temperament with a decided amount
of optimism.
"There is a certain value in
entering sadness and grief and
coming through on the other side
that is valuable and entrenching,"

string octet of musicians from
various schools of music around
the U.S. The group is in its second year as artists-in-residence at
Seattle U.
"I'm not used to dealing with
theater," Jones said. "I'm used to

production.
Caleb Jones, a 23-year-old cellist, plays both parts seamlessly.
Jones is part of the Young Eight,
a

more concrete things.

'Melancholy

Play' is imaginative."

Even though there is little
spoken communication between
the actors and Jones himself, the
music acts as another character in
the play.
"This is the closest you get to
improvisation as a musician," Jones
said. The score is written so the
cellist has different sets of musical
themes he can choose depending
on how the play is unfolding. As
a result, something new is made
every night, Jones said.
"If you see the play, you will be
like 'Oh, he's reacting,'" he said.
Roth, who is a composer by
profession and collaborated directly
with Ruhl for other productions of
"Melancholy Play," worked closely
with Seattle Us production team.
"The whole process is alive,"
Roth said ofthe cellist's unique roll.
"You're very aware that the music is
unique to that moment. [The cello]
adds a performance dimension and
a living breath to the play that I
think is more interesting."
It is rare to see a cellist playing
in this context, Roth said. "Its gratifying because it brings a different
audience to music."
Working on the play at Seattle U
allowed Roth to revise parts of the
original score. The three songs performed by die cast during the play
depended on the vocal range and
talent of the actors. Since Seattle
Us cast had the talent, Roth kept
the complexity of the vocal parts.
"A large part of interpreting any play is in the casting,"
Sumption said.
Mehron Abdollmohammadi,
who plays Frank, a one-time accountant turned tailor and one of
Tilly's love interests, brought his
own personality to his character,
she said.

"He has a way of absolutely being himselfwhile wearing his quirks
on his sleeve," said Sumption of
Abdollmohammadi.
"Frank is looking for a way to
connect with people without having to go very deep because he's
not sure what he'll find there,"
Abdollmohammadi said. Just as
she does with all the characters in
the play, Tilly helps define Frank's
character, he said.
Similarly, Favreau inspired
Sumption by her spontaneity.
"Tilly had to have a powerful personal charisma," Sumption said.
Acting in the play made
Ab.dollmohammadi think about
melancholy in a different way, analyzing his own mental states and
asking himself if it's melancholy
he's feeling.
"When you realize what it is, it's
a precious emotion," he said.
"It's about the raw emotion that's
part of us and how we integrate
that as social beings," Sumption
said. "The play is about looking at
the ways we live as human beings

and how

we can actually connect
with each other."
Though Sumption sees
"Melancholy Play" less as a "message play" and more as a statement
to "be here now," it would be difficult not to understand the work
in terms of a fast-paced, pleasureoriented culture.
"Maybe we're too occupied
with the get up and go commercialized happiness," said
Abdollmohammadi.
"Melancholy Play" runs through
Nov. 23 at the Lee Center. Tickets
are $6 at the doon

Veronica can be reached at
martinv@seattleu.edu

Gus Van Sant's latest film focuses on gay rights
�J
I

I Cover

it is easy to forget he was
real
man. Even through
actually
the screen and detached decades,
Milk seems like a friend and an advocate for everyone. But the movie
is about more than just Milk. It
is about the movement and the
inspiration that came from a man
who was willing to fight for equal
rights. "Milk" quantifies the immense influence Milk had on the
gay civil rights movement and provides hope for its continuation.
"It is really sad that I didn't
know anything about Harvey
Milk, and I wish that they did
teach more about who he was and
other gay historical figures," James
Franco, who portrays Milk's partner, Smith, told The Spectator last
week. "I encourage young people
to really learn about who Harvey
a

Franco

was

studying literature

in London when he was ap-

country has been divided over

proached by Van Sant for the role
of Smith. Franco is most known
for his role in "Spiderman" and
most recently his comedic stint in
"Pineapple Express."
"I was a huge fan ofhis even before I started acting," Franco said
ofVan Sant. "Sadly, I really didn't
know a lot about Harvey Milk."
Franco decided to take on
the role and immersed himself
in studying the life and time
of Milk.
He turned to documentary
footage, books and firsthand accounts of the famous politician.
"I think Harvey was frustrated
with the lack of equal rights and
discrimination and lack of any
effective change that was happening," Franco said. "If nobody else
was going to do something, he was
going to do something."
There is no denying the power
and timeliness of this movie. It
comes at a moment when the

the question of gay marriage.
Since the passage of California's
Proposition 8, a piece of legislation that now makes it illegal for
same-sex couples to wed in the
state, a nationwide burst of activism has exploded. Protests around
the country have popped up,
demanding the legislation be
reconsidered and civil rights
handed to everyone.

Milk's activism parallels
the fight for gay rights

in California today.
The parallels between Milk's
fight for gay rights in California in
the 1970s and the events of today
eerily astounding.
The latter portion of the
film focuses on the fight against
are

Proposition 6 in 1978, a piece of
legislation that would have expelled gay teachers from California
public schools. With the odds
initially against Milk and his supporters, they eventually turned the
poll numbers around and won the
initiative in their favor.
"Because of Harvey and others it was overturned against the
odds," Franco said.
Milk was assassinated by fellow council member Dan White
shortly after the proposition was
rejected. White and Milk had a
tumultuous political relationship,
which resulted in White's dismissal
and consequent rage. History and
the movie hint White may have
been a closeted homosexual.
In California, homosexuals
were allowed to marry in the state
in mid-May after the California
Supreme Court ruled itunconstitutional to deny a certain group
of people the right to marry.
Opponents quickly put the issue

the ballot for the public to decide. From mid-May to Election
Day, roughly 18,000 same-sex
couples were married. With the
passage of Proposition 8, those
licenses are now in question.
Those who voted against
Proposition 8, including Franco,
say it is a step in the wrong direction. "I see it as something that
isolates one group and says you
can't have the same rights as everyone else," he said.
People currently fighting
against California's Proposition
8 may identify with Milk's fight
toward equal rights more than 30
years ago.
"Change still needs to be
made," Franco said referring to the
passing of Proposition 8. "Change
just doesn't roll in and happen miraculously. It takes people to stand
up and really make change."
on

Alex can be reached at
lacassea@seattleu.edu
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NaNoWriMo: Each word counts The Writer's Life:

The Spectator

Garrett Mukai

Emily Gehman is a participant in the 2008 NaNoWriMo competition.
Katie Farden

Staff Writer
The next time you see someone
typing furiously on a laptop this
month next to a yellow rubber
duck, you can bet she is working
on a novel for NaNoWriMo.
Amateur writers across the U.S.
are participating in National Novel
Writing Month, or NaNoWriMo,
this November. The aspiring authors write for 30 days hoping to
finish a 50,000-word, 175 page
novel by midnight at the end of
the month.
This year NaNoWriMo
has 115,542 participants. The
NanNowriMo Web site tracks each
writer's progress with an automatic
word counter.
NanNoWriMo writers also have
individual blogs on NaNoWriMo's
Web site so they can network with
other novelists.
Stacey Janssen, a senior creative
writing major who successfully
completed NaNoWriMo last year,

said the site allows writers to form
regional alliances. Seattle
novelists use the rubber duck to
identify themselves, she said.
Janssen also said the novelists
use online message boards to set
up "write-ins"—informal gatherings where they meet at a local cafe or bar to work on their
stories together.
The writers attempt to put
down 1,667 words on paper per
day, said Emily Gehman, a freshman computer science major
and NaNoWriMo participant
this year.
"It is a lot of work, but it's not
impossible," she said.
Gehman learned about
NaNoWriMo when she was a
sophomore in high school from
a friend who was a former
NaNoWriMo writer.
Gehman got halfway to the
50,000-word goal her first year doing NaNoWriMo. She participated
the following year and made it to
10,000 words.
strong

Gehman said she has averaged about 800 words a day
this month.
"I don't think I'll finish this
month," she said, "but I like the
story I'm working on, so I think
I'll finish it this year."
Both Gehman and Janssen said
NaNoWriMo served as a starting
point for many amateur writers to
begin a novel.
"Whether or not you finish your
novel is kind of irrelevant," Janssen
said. She added many writers later
revise the work they produce in the
30 days.
Gehman, who has yet to finish
a novel, said many NaNoWriMo
writers see the project as an opportunity to break into writing. "It's
like a jump-off point," she added.
"Everyone gets something different
out ofit."
Thome Clayton-Falls, an administrative assistant in the College
ofArts and Sciences, said he is not
participating in NaNoWriMo, but
followed the project guidelines
to produce a 50,000-word draft
in September.
"The whole premise is that
they want you to go through the
whole process and then revise later,"
he said..
NaNoWriMo's Web page says
one of the project's goals is to provide aspiring authors a forum in
which they can write freely without worrying about the quality of
theirwork.
English professor Sharon
Cumberland said she liked the
freedom NaNoWriMo offered its
participants.
"I wouldrecommend it because
it seems very freeing of the imagination," she said.
She added projects like
NaNoWriMo reveal a shift in society's attitude toward authorship
and quality literature.
"What NaNoWriMo is showing
you is that we're in an age of participatory arts," she said. "Quality
is no longer something dictated by
an editor somewhere."
Gehman said writing for
NwaNoWriMo has endowed her
with creative power.
"It's like reading a really good
book, but you have control over
what happens next."

Katie can be reached at
fardenk@seattleu.edu

Tips and tricks on putting the "pro" back into procrastination

Sharon Cumberland

'Tis the season,

not

do next. Your brain is a data
processor that needs time to go
through its routines. Once you've
taken the preliminary steps to get
your project underway, you may
as well go shopping or to the movies because your mind needs time
to process all that material.
But there's another kind of
procrastination that's not so
good. It's the kind of procrastination where you go out for pizza
with your friends even though you
haven't started your paper due die
to

Guest Writer
just of

turkey, cranberry sauce and jingle
bells, but of deadlines that lurk
in your future like the Grinch
who stole Christmas. Just when
you want to enjoy a trip home
for Thanksgiving or to the mall
for holiday shopping, you have
to work on your term paper, your
research project, your business
plan—you probably have three
projects all due at once!
These are the perfect breeding
conditions for procrastination:
Why do today what you can put off
until tomorrow? So you go shopping with your buddies, or you
go to a concert at Benaroya Hall
or the Showbox. Procrastination
takes many forms, all of them

next

day.

I'm talking about the self-destructive variety that undermines
your ability to do your best work.
When you're honest with yourself,
you know the difference between
the productive and the unproductive kind of goofing off.
I don't have a magic formula
to offer that will eliminate that
(momentarily) pleasant.
But as your deadlines barrel urge to delay getting started undown the track like a three-car til it is too late, but I do have a
freight train, you feel the angst theory about why it happens and a
and remorse of a hangover. You drought that's helped me through
think about dropping a course, or similar situations (I'm a champion
procrastinator).
pleading for extensions, or spendMy theory is diis: some people
ing all your Christmas money on
an inferior term paper from essayneed to build up a head ofsteam
town.com. Believe me, all those
before they can get tiieir wheels in
internet papers are inferior—and motion. They need a healdiy dose
they'll get you into a world of of fear to get the project underway
trouble! So what can you do?
because tliey "do their best work
First of all, here's something under pressure." The trick is to
not to do: Don't beat yourself up
gauge how long you can dawdle
about it. Procrastination is part of before starting your sprint—too
the human condition, like daysoon and you haven't gotenough
dreaming or falling in love. There momentum; too lateand you miss
are useful forms ofprocrastination
your deadline. There's an art to
that, in other contexts, are called delaying just long enough to give
relaxation, meditation and cogiyou that frisson of panic that fuels
tation. Letting your unconscious
your writing engine.
So here's my thought: Ifyou re a
percolate as you take a nap or a
walk is a time-honoredway ofletprocrastinator, don't increase your
ting ideas develop and mature.
misery by feeling badly about it
or waste energy trying to become
I've spent many of my summers at Yaddo, an artist's colony one of those organized individuals
in Saratoga Springs, N.Y.,and
you envy and despise, who starts
in every working studio there's their project die day it's assigned
a cot or a bed. Why? Because and devotes an hour a day to it for
artists—whether composers, five weeks.
writers, painters, or sculptorsInstead, accept your nature;
need to lie down as part of the make an accurate calculation
of when to start your sprint,
creative process.
You can fling paint onto canvas and join the club of productive
like Jackson Pollack or churn out procrastinators.
pages like Anthony Trollope, but
sooner or later you hit a blank spot Sharon can be reached at
where you just don't know what slc@seattleu.edu

ArcheTextures' puts Tuscany in planar perspective
Corey Blaustein
Staff Writer

Imagine being immediately
to Tuscany. Soft colors reflect off of the stucco buildings in the small towns spread out
across the famous stretch of Italian
terrain. With its lush, rolling hills,
Tuscany is the iconic vision of
the Italian countryside. Known
for its friendly people and fine
vineyards, it is a must see for any
European vacation.
Turns out you don't need a passport and a load of cash to experience it—the beautiful landscapes
ofTuscany can be found at Seattle
University right now.

transported

Danila Rumold's new exhibit,
"ArcheTextures," provides a glimpse
into Italian rural architecture.
While heading up a study
abroad program in Siena, Italy in
2007, Rumold, an associate professor in Fine Arts, was inspired
by the Tuscan countryside and
her experiences there over the past
three years.
"These paintings merge the
world of representation while
emphasizing the materiality and
two-dimensional surface [of the
works]," Rumold said at the reception. "Teaching drawing at Seattle
U has really brought back interest
to working from observation."
Her exhibit emphasizes the two

dimensional aspect of the three dimensional world. All of the pieces
have a distinct grid shown to represent a two-dimensional space while
the subject is clearly stated in three
dimensions. This contrast between
the planes provides a new perspective of the surrounding world.
Despite her travels in Tuscany,
"ArcheTextures" was actually created at a studio back in Seattle.
Rumold's approach starts by
drawing in her sketch book at
the location.
"I wanted to observe the outside world and bring that into the
studio to work from memory,"
she said.
Sarah Shannon, a senior business

major, enjoyed the exhibit and said
it brought back memories of her
experiences in Europe. "Having
been to Italy, the works definitely capture the ambience of the
rural country."
The pastel colors are very reminiscent of the stereotypes of the
Mediterranean landscape, but
Rumold's use of oil and cold wax
produces a shiny and almost iridescent texture to the already deep
consistency of the subject matter
and provides an observation that
feels somewhat removed from the
actual source.
Having been a part ofRumold's
program, humanities and fine arts
senior Michael Alcantara was

really excited to see the outcome
of Rumold's sketches.
"Even though [the paintings]
are depictions ofItaly, I see a lot of
Seattle in the works,'' he said.
Everyone at the opening reception responded positively to
Rumold's paintings. Rumold
was overjoyed by the response
she received.
"I am really happy about
the direction my art has taken,"
she said.
"ArcheTextures" is on display
at the Kinsey Gallery in the Casey
building through Dec. 5.
Corey can be reached at
Blaustei@seattleu.edu
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Movember popularizes moustaches

Thursday, Nov. 20

Men's basketball
Northwest Christian vs. SU,
Connolly Center, 6 p.m.

Friday, Nov. 21

Women's swimming
SU vs. Idaho at Moscow,

Saturday, Nov. 22
Women's swimming
SU vs. Washington State at
Pullman, Wash., 10 a.m.

The Spectator

Braden VanDragt

Seattle U men's rugby coach Shane Lidman proudly points to his moustache soul-patch "ensemble."
Women's basketball
SU vs. San Jose State at
San Jose, Calif. 2 p.m.

Justin Najar
VolunteerWriter
The Seattle University men's

rugby team is nearing the end of
a month-long, non-stop, international party anyone can join.
Movember, a holiday first celebrated in Australia in 2004, is
known for its preponderance of
moustaches. Growing moustaches
with the goal of raising awareness
of and money for men's health
issues, such as research for prostate and testicular cancer, is the

Men's basketball
SU vs. Fresno State at
Fresno, Calif., 7 p.m.

Last Week
Wednesday, Nov. 12

main

Seattle Pacific vs. SU, 3-2

Men often forego medical assistance for a variety ofsocial and
financial reasons. Oftentimes, if
something is wrong with their bodies, men think they can just walk it

festivity.

offand everything will be fine.
This gruffness is believed to
be at least part of the reason
why men tend to die earlier than
women worldwide.
The Seattle U men's rugby team,
like all Movember celebrants, seeks
to change this mindset by sticking the biggest, fullest, testosterone-raising moustache on men's
health awareness.
Coach Shane Lidman said the
team began celebrating Movember
after Alvin Mangosing, assistant director of residential programs, sent
them an e-mail with information
about the celebration.
Lidman said he learned through
Movember's official Web site that
one out of six American men will
be diagnosed with prostate cancer

in theirlifetime. More than 26,000

die ofthe disease in the U.S. yearly,
even though it is about 90 percent
treatable in its early stages.
Senior strategic communications major Mateo Moore is on
the team and is currently celebrating Movember for many of the
same reasons as Lidman: to raise
money and awareness for men's
health issues.
"If we're going to look ridiculous with moustaches, we might as
well make some money doing it,"
Moore said.
To celebrate, Moore shaved
clean on Nov. 2 and estimates it
will be three weeks until he grows
a full moustache.
Moore said he leans toward
modeling his moustache after

Tom Selleck's legendary 'stache.
He also considered the handlebar
moustache "played out," but he
still looks favorably upon pencilthin moustaches.
To maintain his moustache,
Moore said he'll have to invest in
a beard trimmer and some scissors,
as well as some hair dye to keep the
color he wants.
"Since I have light hair, I'll buy
some Rogaine hair dye to keep it full
and lush and dark," Moore said.
Females celebrating Movember,
called "Mo' Sistas" on the Web
site, can do so through any number of creative ways. They can offer
moral support to the "Mo' Bros,"
as the male celebrants are called on
the Web site, or make donations
to the cause. They can also grow
their own moustaches if they have
the capability.
"If a girl grows a Movember
moustache, she must be really
committed to the cause," said Sean
Akers, junior economics majpr.
Akers said he models his moustache after Robert Redford's in the

mid-19705.
"I was watching 'Butch Cassidy
and the Sundance Kid' with my
roommates when I got the email, and I decided that's the kind
of moustache I want to grow,"
Akers said.
Celebrants can join by creating
an account at the Movember Web
site and find out more information
about collecting donations.
"If anyone else wants to celebrate Movember, they've got people
to share it with: the rugby team,"
Akers said.
Justin can be reached at
najarj@seattleu.edu

Friday, Nov. 14
Volleyball
SU vs. North Dakota

at National Transitions
Challenge, 3-2

SU vs. Houston Baptist,
at National Transitions
Challenge, 2-3
Women's basketball

SU vs. Boise State at Boise,
Idaho, 56-66

Saturday, Nov. 15

Volleyball
SU vs. Southern Illinois

-

Edwardsville at National
Transitions Challenge, 0-3
Men's basketball
Bgin Baylor Tipoff Classic at

Ee

University

DamedeNamurvs.

artin's 56-66

i Statevs.SU 58-61

Parting
shots

Student radio ousted from
announcing SU basketball

Men's hoops receives
two Letters of Intent

I Cover 1

do this was given to the fans; they
voted on what traditions the team

Seattle U men's basketball
landed commitments from
Ben Eisenhardt, a senior at
Bainbridge High School in
Bainbridge, Wash., and Alex
Jones, a junior college transfer

give updates, call after
the game and give a brief overview
or they could cover the game play-

would start, like the raising of the
"12th Man" flag at the beginning
ofgames. Cooprider wants the students to have an active say and to
tell the Athletic Department what

from Scottsdale Community
College.
Said Callero of Eisenhardt:
"[Ben] runs very well and he
also shoots the ball quite well
for a 6-10 player. We hope over
the next few years to add some
strength and lower body weight
to him."
Said Callero of Jones: "Alex
is 6-8, 210, a very live wire and
very good rebounder. He has a
similar frame to Leigh Swanson.
He has a real toughness to him
and a real competitive spirit.
We think he'll be a good, solid
Division I rebounder."

The radio directors said it's imperative KSUB have a voice in athletics coverage. Buser said it is important the students get involved
because they have the unique opportunity to be a part of shaping
the D-I experience.
"We have a blank slate," he said.
"Not many schools have that."
Birang said he believes it's important to start die move to D-I off
right by involving the students in
this time of change.
Josh Cooprider, assistant adiletic director for external relations and
marketing, compared Seattle U's
transition to when the Seahawks
moved out of the Kingdome and
into Qwest Field. The team had
to recreate themselves and form

they

want

their athletics tradition

and experience to be.
"We really want to empower the
students," Cooprider said.
Birang and Buser said KSUB
is a great way for students to express what their hopes are for the
Athletic Department. They are assisting in the Jan. 1 game by helping the Athletic Department find
a band to play and will promote
the game on air. They will also announce schedules and scores for
Seattle U sports teams.
"If they need publicity, we're
here to provide it," Birang said.
Birang said he hopes KSUB will
aid in informing students about
what's going on in varsity athletics.
He also discussed the possibility
of having a sports show featuring

four hosts who discuss the week in
Seattle U athletics as well as some
national sports topics.
Women's
basketball
be
broadcast
on
will
games
Seattle U's Athletics Web site,
GoSeattleU.com.
"Any exposure we can get we
are really pushing for," said Dan

Kriley, women's basketball head
coach. "Athletics bring the campus
together, which I think is a piece
that's missing here. It's a vehicle to
bring a lot of spirit to campus."
The first KKNW broadcast for
women's basketball will cover the
game between Seattle University
and the University of Washington
Friday, Nov. 28, at 2 p.m. at the
Bank of America Arena.
The next men's basketball game
to be broadcast on KKNW takes
place Tuesday, Nov. 25 when
Seattle University plays at Fresno
State at 7 p.m.

Taylor can be reached at
olsont@seattleu.edu
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Transfer transitions Seven freshmen fill empty
nest for SU women's hoops
First-year fall sports transfer student-athletes reflect on seasons
Corey Blaustein

Staff Writer
The Redhawks are enjoying
their first full year as a Division
I university. Larger funding and
the opportunity to compete on
a more prominent stage brought
in more transfer student-athletes
to be a part of the new and bigger Seattle University Redhawks.
Some came from smaller schools
to participate in D-I sports.
Others left their-established universities to receive a better education along with being a part of an
exciting new chapter in Seattle U

athletic history.
"I wanted to be a part of
something new," said golftransfer
Dianne Alcantara.
Alcantara transferred from
Rocky Mountain College in
Montana. She was used to a
small school with an even smaller golf team. She approached
Seattle U when deciding to
transfer schools.
"I was scared at first," Alcantara
said. "But now I feel amazing
about choosing a D-I school like
Seattle U."
A junior communications major, Alcantara not only enjoyed the
move to a larger athletics program
but also the chance to participate
in a stronger academic program.

"Coming here has taught me a
lot about myself," Alcantara said
as she explained she became a better teammate

and player through

the academic and athletic discipline expected at a bigger school
like Seattle U. She enjoys her
classes and made friends quickly
with her teammates.
"I'm really happy with the
team," Alcantara said. "We
get along so well. We are

all friends."
One of Alcantaras

teammates

Alannah Cox echoed her positive

feedback. Cox transferred from
the University of San Francisco
and was used to D-I status. At
San Francisco, Cox played golf
her freshman year, but she opened
up to the friendly atmosphere that
Seattle U provided.
"I left San Francisco because
the coach and I didn't see anything eye to eye," Cox said. "I'm a
lot happier here with the athletics
as well as the academics."
Cox was satisfied with the way
Seattle U managed the change
to D-I.
"With Seattle U, the Athletics
Department really gets to know
you," Cox said. "It's a smaller,
more personal department. We
are all on a first-name-basis."
Seattle Us golf team attracted
Cox because there were fewer girls
on the team, which allowed her to
play more.
"I knew I was going to play
in tournaments, and it forced
me to become a better player,"

Cox said.
Chris Fulton, a junior business major on the swim team,
echoed Alcantara and Cox's sentiments in regard to his experience
transferring to Seattle U. Fulton
transferred from the University of
California-Santa Barbara, a D-I
school.
"[Seattle U] is a nice change
from a big school like that,"
Fulton said.
Fulton said he enjoys the
smaller class sizes and services the
school offers for transfer students,
which helped him meet students
and integrate into the campus.
As for his experience with the
Redhawks swim te*am, he called
the coaching staff engaging.
"They care about you as a person, not just as a swimmer."
Corey can be reached at
Blaustei@seattleu.edu

Sara Bernert
News Editor
As Seattle U women's basketball
prepares for a challenging Division
I season, many of the players are
also still trying to adjust to thechal-

lenges of college life.
With underclassmen making
up over half the players, seven of
them freshmen, this year's team is
one of the youngest in years. But
that doesn't worry them.
"We've built a solid foundation,"
said Dan Kriley, head coach. "We
did a great job recruiting early on.
Yes, they are freshmen, but they're
Division I freshmen."
That's a sentiment echoed by
the players.
"We are a very young team
and being a freshman is no excuse
■anymore," said Elle Kerfoot, freshman guard. "We just have to bring
it everyday."
"It's our first time at Seattle U
and our first time in Division I,"
added Maggie McCarthy, freshman
guard. "We want to make a stand
and prove to the other teams that
we deserve to be here."
The team had a challenging start
to its season last weekend against
Boise State, who was 24-8 last season. Seattle U took the lead after
halftime, scoring 11 points against
the Broncos. But the Broncos managed a comeback and took a 66-56
win over the Redhawks.
The defeat didn't discourage the
players, and the team made some
impressive plays. Junior forward
Chelsie Morrison scored 19 points,
hitting five 3-pointers and going
4-of-5 in free throws.
"A year from now we're going
to knock teams like that out,"
Kriley said.
The team lost five seniors at the
end of last year. This year there
are only two seniors—Chelsie
Morrison and Alysse Carlson—and

Clara Qaney

The Spectator

Freshman Bianca Williams, Maggie McCarthy, Carly Butcher, Samantha Messersmith, Elle Kerfoot, and Jamie Johnson are the future.
four juniors. Despite the lack
of veterans, both Kriley and the
new players agree the upperclassmen are leading the team toward a
strong season.
"We've got great chemistry,"
Kriley said. "It's a tribute to the upperclassmen. They've done a good
job making sure the new players
feel welcome."

and being a freshman
is no excuse anymore
Kerfoot said she is impressed
with the veterans patience.
"With a completely new
team there is a lot of learning to
do, and they help us through it,
each practice and competition,"
Kerfoot said.
Bianca Williams, freshman
guard, added that older players
have given good advice on how to
balance social life and course load
with basketball.
"It is difficult managing such a
high level sport with school work,
at the same time

far," said Sam Messersmith, freshman forward. "We have a really

good time."
"It is a good feeling

We're a young team

and

perform as well as possible in both,"
agreed Kerfoot.
Coming from high school
straight into a D-I team has been a
challenge, the women agree, but its
a challenge they expected.
"Even though coming from the
top ofmy high school team back to
the bottom is hard, it's been fun so

being able

to

to have the
opportunity to come in and have
an effect right away," said Monica
Nevi, freshman guard. Nevi is currently suffering from an ankle injury that forced her to sit out the
game against Boise State.
"Even though there is a lot of
pressure put upon us as freshman to
be impact players, it is also a huge
complement," said Carley Butcher,
freshman forward. "Every practice
is a challenge of getting better."
The women's team will travel to
California this weekend to face off
against another D-I team, San Jose
State, on Sun., Nov. 23, followed
by the Husky Classic and a game
against Washington on Nov. 28.

Sara can be reached at
bernerts@seattleu.edu

Men's basketball sweeps Elgin Baylor Tipoff Classic
Ben Watanabe
Sports Editor

Despite six 3-pointers in the second half, Notre Dame de Namur
couldn't close on the Seattle
University men's basketball team's
20-point lead. The Redhawks defeated the Argonauts 67-52 in front
of 384 spectators Sunday night.
The win improved the Redhawks
to 2-0 and dropped the Argonauts
to 0-2.
The Argonauts' 3-point specialist Jeffßerridge, a junior guard, was
3-of-6 in NBA range 3-pointers.
His 30-foot shots gave him nine
total points. Notre Dame de Namur
finished 9-of-25 in 3-pointers.
"Tonight we were very concerned about him," said Seattle U
head coach Joe Callero ofBerridge.
"The reality is he just moved back
farther. He took some shots that
were 30-footers, NBA 3s, with a
guy on him."
Seattle U went on an 11-3 run
last four minutes of the first
the
in
half. Seattle U junior guard Chris

Gweth capped the first half with a
3-pointer as time expired to sail the
Redhawks to a 37-21 lead.
"Basketball's a game of spurts;
there's usually three spurts in a
game," Callero said. "We had to
bide our time to find an opportunity to get another spurt.
"We got the last spurt of
the night."
•
Gweth was the tournament
MVP, and the game's leading scorer
with 16 points. He connected on
4-of-9 3-pointers, had six boards,
three assists and one turnover.
"It wouldn't happen without the
support of my team," Gweth said.

"My teammates keep telling me to
[3s] up. Coach keeps telling me
to put them up."
With the help ofBerridge com-

put

ing off the bench, Notre Dame de
Namur scored 31 points in the
second half. Seattle U scored 30.
Senior forward Dan Bergeron led
the Argonauts with 13 points and
was a perfect 6-for-6 in free throws.
He also had two steals, three assists
and four turnovers.

"I think we lost energy with
our press and with our pressure,"
Callero said.
In the final four minutes, Seattle
U junior forward Mike Boxley went
3-of-4 in free throws and had a
steal to secure the 15-point victory.
Boxley finished with 12 points,
three rebounds and three steals.
"I've always thought of myself as an offensive threat," Boxley
said. "I've definitely gotten a
lot more looks, and I'm getting
my opportunity."
Boxley also contributed to
Seattle's 3-point victory over Chico
State on Saturday with eight points,
five boards, two steals, three assists
and three turnovers. He was named
to the All-Tournament Team after
Sundays game.
"Any due is nice," Boxley said.
"It's all team effort. Anything I
get is because my team is helping
out."
Callero continued testing his
defensive displays and used three
different defenses. He used a
1-3-1, a matchup zone and a 2-3
me

zone

defense

to

drown the

Argonauts' offense.
"We're primarily a zone team
right now," Callero said. "If we
could pressure them we might be
able to force turnovers and get some
easy baskets. The ability to win the
game came from our ability to
force turnovers."
Seattle U's coaching staff met
with the team early Sunday morning to scout the Argonauts. They
found they didn't have time to examine all of the Argonauts' man-

plays.
"Late in the second half

to-man

we

tried to go man-to-man," Callero
said. "Our zone is a pretty good
matchup zone where you have to
move the ball two or three times to
get an open shot."
The Redhawks' bench was supported by senior forward Leigh
Swanson and Aaron Broussard.
Swanson, a former starter, came off
the bench and earned four points,
three boards and two assists in 10
minutes but received a technical foul
early in the second half. Broussard

scored 10 points in 11 minutes on
four-of-five field goals, a career high
for the freshmen forward.
"We talked to Aaron before this
tournament started and told him
the most important thing he could
-do is earn minutes," Callero said.
"He's got great mental and emotional stamina where he's sitting
there on the bench. It's not easy to
sit there."
The Redhawks' steady scoring and zone defense limited the
Argonauts to 17 field goals, including nine 3-pointers, with six coming in the second half.
"Every team's got some fight in
them," Boxley said. "You put anybo"dy against the wall, and they're
going to fight back a little bit. You
can't count anybody out."
Seattle U hosts Northwest
Christian University on Thursday at
6 p.m. at the Connolly Center and
then hits the road to play Fresno
Pacific in Fresno, Calif.

Ben can be reached at
watanabi©seattleu.edu
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editorial

Prop. 8 stifles America's air of change
The United States took a great leap forward Nov. 4 by
electing its first black president. California took a step in the
right direction that same day by passing the Standards for
Confining Farm Animals initiative.
But the Golden State also took a great leap backward for
the entire nation by passing Proposition 8. The initiative overturned a California Supreme Court decision made May 15
that legalized same-sex marriage.
That state Supreme Court decision had been a ray of hope
for gay couples who ask for basic civil rights, like the capacity to make medical decisions for their partners, hold joint
ownership and adopt children. Many say other states would
have followed California's lead in establishing equal rights if
the decision had been upheld.
It could have truly been a day of change for America.
It is sad to realize California voters gave veal, egg-laying
hens and pregnant pigs the basic right to decent living conditions while denying human beings the right to express their
love for each other under the protection of marriage.
Opponents of gay marriage and proponents of Proposition
8 most often base their arguments on the sanctity of marriage.
They ground their denial of basic rights for others on their
religion—religions we've already established that people have
the freedom to pick from or abstain from entirely.
This nation long ago dirtied the sanctity of marriage with
high divorce rates and marriage for the wrong reasons.
. The U.S. was founded on a separation of church and state.
To ban gay marriage on religious beliefs is to violate the sanctity of this country's constitution—not to mention everyone's
right to freedom of religion.
As Seattle U freshman Sonia Portnoy-Leemon told The

Specatator, "There are a million reasons to support gay marriage and no case against it."
As a nation, few disagree gays should have equal rights in
housing, jobs, public accommodations and protection under
the law. There is no excuse for stopping at the right to marry,
the right to live free from worry that a serious illness could
tear partners apart.

And better yet, opponents of same-sex marriage could go
about their daily lives without even noticing a difference were
it legalized. Gays getting married will not harm them, nor will
it be a detriment to society. Rather, legalizing gay marriage
could be this nation's chance to exact tangible progress toward
that change America seemed so excited about.
Proposition 8 passed because an insensitive, yet motivated
majority was asked to give a minority group equal rights and
balked at the prospect.
It is time for us to make that minority voice louder.
Continuing their impressive involvement in national politics,
many Seattle University students participated in a Proposition
8 protest Nov. 15. Our involvement must not stop there.
Write your representatives, spread the word among your peers
and show this nation where it has gone abysmally astray.
Seattle U student Pete Ruger told The Spectator the protest
was uplifting; it let him know that not everyone is against his
rights to life, liberty and happiness.
"It is really exciting to be in a place where so many people
care," he said. "As a gay man, you realize you're not as alone
as you think."
Pete Ruger should feel this support from the Seattle U
community until one day he has a husband, in a marriage
sanctioned by his government, to take its place.

The Spectator editorial board consists of Joshua Lynch, Jessica Van Gilder, Sara Bernert, Matthew Martell, Liz Caval and Ben Watanabe. Signed commentaries reflect the
opinions of the authors and not necessarily those of The Spectator.

Slang slayeth our changing vernacular
Sean McDowell

Associate Professor of English
What I

am about to

deliver here

is not exclusively a dig at lackadaisical uses of language spurred by
slang and its facilitators (most notably e-mail and text messaging),
but a call to be more conscious and
intentional about how language
can, and should, work. Today, the
majority of students on this campus
or on any college campus would be
hard pressed to identify even two
figures of speech—and some may
struggle even to define the term. By
fostering the notion that anyone
is automatically proficient in language use by virtue ofbeing able to
speak, slang contributes to the loss
of technical understanding. Make
no mistake: This loss is a problem,
judging by the unreasonable success of political attack ads and of
shoddy forms of journalism in

persuading gullible people across
the nation. Slang originates from a
noble source: The human need to
be playful with a distinctly human
faculty, speech.

The trouble comes when young
assume they already know
all they need to know about the
workings of language, and this
trouble has worsened over the past
two decades when I began teaching college students. It starts when
teenagers treat slang as an oppositional language to the one the general population shares. They use

people

slang to

separate

themselves and

their immediate groups from oththan to enhance communication with strangers. The switch
to slang when conversing with or
e-mailing parents, instructors or
other authority figures can be not
only an act of defiance, but also of
aggression.
At Seattle U, I have seen slang
sometimes used as an overt act of
aggression between students and
occasionally between students
and faculty. But more often I butt
heads .with the false assumption
of language mastery it conveys
among students. Slang argues that
informal is hip and how real people
talk all the time. As a result, it suggests the "rules" are optional. As a
ers rather

consequence, excessive informality abounds, especially in e-mail,
where more than a few students
treat capitalization, punctuation
and sentence structure as mere
ornament, and many students feel
perfectly justified in treating professors they've never met as peers
or worse.

But as I noted earlier,
Shakespeare also loved neologisms,
and slang provides a fertile ground
for them. Slang becomes productive when it aids communication

by giving us words we need to describe experience. Three years ago,
during the Ireland study abroad
trip I teach with writer-in-residence
Sam Green, students frequently
used the word "overshare," when
a person says too much about private experience or conveys information others might not wish to
hear. What a wonderful, succinct
word! It's far better than "TMI"
(too much information). Indeed,
"overshare" is so appropriate and
effective that when Irish poet Tony
Curtis heard it, he adopted it for
his own. Some weeks after the

trip, Theo Dorgan, another Irish
poet and friend of Curtis's, asked

Green, "What have you done to
poor Curtis? He's obsessed with
'overshare.' He's got it all over
Ireland now."
So, can slang help? Yes, it can
enrich our language. Has its usage
increased over time? Not really.
When I was an undergraduate,
my friends and I had something
like 149 slang words we commonly
used with each other in conversation. Someone actually wrote a
dictionary at the request of some
ladies from a nearby sorority. Has
it contributed to the increasing loss
ofrhetorical knowledge and ability
during the past two decades? Most
definitely. If I had my choice of the
one rhetorical concept I would
want all students to know, it would
be "decorum": the proper matching of tone, diction and approach
with the genre, situation and audience at hand. Be as inventive as you
wish with your language, but make
sure your inventiveness improves
your ability to be understood and

respectful,

too.

Letters to the editor should be 300 to 500 words long and e-mailed to watanabl@seattleu.edu. The Spectatorreserves the right to edit letters for length, spelling, grammar
and style errors.
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Letters to the Editor: Bollywood, PSA
Dear Editor,
Many thanks

Isis Alexander
for spreading the news about
Bollywood in the latest edition of
the Spectator!
Students who may wish to learn
more about Bollywood and other
very interesting news from the Asian
cultures should check out KBTCTV, channel 28 on the Broadstripe
Cable Company that feeds the university. KBTC now broadcasts several programs in the wee hours of
the morning that cover all sorts of
news from Asian cultures that can
easily broaden anyone's knowledge
of the wider world.
Catch diefollowing tides, for example: "My India," "Southeast Asia
News," "World Focus," "Strictly
to

Global," "Bollywood Unlimited,"
"Dateline Punjab," "This is Beijing,"
"Taiwan Outlook," "Foreign
Exchange," to name just a few.
To find broadcast hours, go to
TV Guide online at tvguide.com/
Listings and find their schedule
for local programs on Broadstripe
Cable (or go to KBTC.org), and
then set your hard drives, Tivos,
VCRs, Blackßerries, or whatever.
I do not recommend that students stay up tiirough die wee hours
to become better acquainted with
the world at large, even for Asia!
Fr. John F. Foster, S.J.
Dear Editor,
President-elect Obama promises change for America, and each
one of us must be involved in that
change. The creation of the United
States Public Service Academy is
one piece of the change we need in
the public service sector and it is a
change we can all be a part of.

The Public Service
Academy will make an

important contribution.

governments full-time permanent
workforce will leave their government jobs, the majority through
retirement. The question for each
of us then becomes: How do we
attract intelligent, motivated, and
qualified individuals to a life of
public service in order to enable
our government to provide all the
necessary services?
One answer is pending federal

legislation, originally co-sponsored
by: U.S. Sens. Hillary Clinton,
D-N.Y. and Arlen Specter, R-Pa.,
and U.S. Reps. James Moran,
D-Va. and Chris Shays, R-Conn.
The pending bipartisan legislation
would create the United States
Public Service Academy, which
would be the civilian counterpart
to our current military academies.
This idea is gaining momentum
with 23 senators and 123 representatives now signed on as
co-sponsors. City Year, Catholic
Charities USA, Catholic Network
of Volunteer Service, President
Stephen Sundborg, S.J., and ASSU
as well as many odier organizations,
politicians, college presidents and
others have also endorsed the

The PSA would admit approxi-

mately 1,300 students each year
based

on

nomination by local con-

gressional representatives. Tuition
would be fully subsidized for students in return for a commitment
of at least five years in some sector
of public service. The Academy
would offer a rigorous academic
program centered on service and
leadership. Service learning, study
abroad, public service internships
and summer leadership development would all be required to enhance the student experience and
allow graduates to serve America

honorably and effectively.
"The Public Service Academy
will make an important contribution to our nation by strengthening our civilian leadership," wrote
The mission of the academy

Public Service, over the next five
years, about one-third ofdie federal

generation
and inspired. Let's keep the momentum going and continue the
work it will take to create the
much-needed changes in America.
Visit uspublicserviceacademy.org/
for more information.

Natalie Sheils
sheilsn@seattleu.edu

Dear Editor,
I am writing in response to the
article that was published Nov. 12
titled "SU spirit on the rise, four
clubs combine." This article, one
would assume from its title, would
be focused on these four clubs.
However, the emphasis was highly
disproportionate. The Spirit Squad
consists of Pep Band, Dance Team,
Rudy, and the Cheer Team. Why
then did the article only go in to
detail about two of them?

Cheerleaders are

the link between the
game and the fans.

academy.

Sundborg.

According to the Partnership for

is involved, motivated

aligns closely with the

mission

of Seattle University. This year's
election proved to the world our

I believe it is unfair to write
article about the Spirit Squad
but choose to ignore an essential
aspect of this umbrella of clubs; the
Cheer Team. I agree that placing
a spotlight on the Hawk Rawkers
an

definitely brought much needed
attention to this club on the rise.
They are an important aspect to the
Spirit Squad and deserve recognition for their dedication and commitment to the program. The same
goes for the Dance Team. What I
find offensive is the lack of information about the CheerTeam.
With the move to D-I, there is a
needfor a D-I spectator —a spectator diat is hard to find in the crowd
ofSU fans these days. Cheerleaders
are the link between the game and
the fans. We work to lead the crowd
in their excitement and enthusiasm
for the game. So why was there limited information about the cheerleaders in this article?
Even the sub-heading for the

article reflected this blatant disregard for the important role the
Cheer Team plays in the Spirit
Squad: "The Hawk Rawkers and
SU Dance Team prepare for Jan.
1". All I can say is, "What about
us?" Not only is the Cheer Team
performing a halftime routine with
the Dance Team at the Jan. 1 game
in the Key Arena, but will also be
leading all of the cheers during the
game.
It's not easy being under athletics without the benefits of being an
athlete. The Cheer Team practices
three times a week for three hours,
attend all home basketball games
and attend some soccer and volleyball games. This lack of recognition
ofthe cheerleaders' hard work is apparent in the article.
Next time you write an article
about "four clubs" try to write
about all four clubs.
Jamie Richardson

It really is not that bad. The
thought of a third person living in
an already crammed space built for
two seems to be an inconceivable
living condition to many people I
have talked to. Every time I mention to someone that I am going
to continue residence in my triple
occupancy room, I watch multiple
faces cringe as if they have just bitten into a sour lemon. The dynamics of Campion 11 and the bonds
we have already made outweigh
the natural disadvantages that,
come with life in the "Transitional

Triple."
I will be the first to admit the
initial move in to the triple wasn't
easy. We were told to bring the
bare necessities to survive the
first few weeks of college life and
nothing more. Housing assured
us that we would be moved out,

or transitioned, to a new room as
soon as possible. We didn't invest
the time and energy to creating an
organized environment because we
knew we would soon be experiencing a transition that would require
further rearrangement. So at first,
our room felt very crammed and

dysfunctional.
By the time moving into another
room was available, we had already
met and bonded with people from
Campion 11, KCBCMX champions, and didn't want to move to
another floor, which seemed to
be our only option. Campion 11
has incredible RAs and the atmosphere on the floor is authentic to
any other living community. Why
would we want to leave it for another room? So we stayed on our
floor and joyfully endured the
struggles the come from living in
the Transitional Triple.
We are definitely cozy in our
room. Fitting three desks, three

beds and two and a half wajcdrobes
in the room is not the easiest project for three students not majoring in geometric interior design.
However, with some advice from
neighbors, we have designed our
room to feel more open. It is still a
tight situation, but we can't complain. There are people all around
Seattle much less fortunate than
we are. How can I be disappointed
about having a warm and comfortable place to sleep every night with
two incredible people? Instead, we
embrace the fact that a third person
simply gives us another great friend
to get to know.
Also, moving into the triple

provided some great benefits in the
beginning. We received a gift card
to the bookstore, a USB thumb
drive, a Stumptown gift card,
bus passes and matching Seattle
University sweatshirts. I love free
stuff. So when I saw my care package on move-in day I was excited.

The Ten
Influential moustaches

Confucius. Brought

Zen to the
chu.

Fβ

—

We would like to make it very clear
since we are remaining in the triple
for the entire year, any more amazing benefits and surprises would be
greatly appreciated with the utmost

gratitude.
Our housing condition

is not

ideal, and if a room on my floor
opened up I would probably move
into it simply to help my roommates and myself with more space.
Until that happens, however, we are
staying in our room and enjoying
every moment in it. Chris, Max
and I are positive people who will
make the best out of any situation.
We're embracing the transitional
triple despite the fact that no transition has ever nor will ever occur.
Mathew is a freshman mathematics
major living in
Campion

a transitional triple

11.

Mathew can be reached at
Lanem@seattleu.edu
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Joseph Stalin. Communized the
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moustache.

Frank Zappa.

Rocked

the imperial moustache.

Chuck Norris.
Dear Editor,
In regards to the recent letter
in defense of the ROTC program:
Mr. Celmons and Mr. Yanez claim,
"the U.S. military supports many
humanitarian missions on a global
scale." While it's true the military
serves some humanitarian functions, the authors of the article are
fooling themselves and the Seattle
U community if they believe the
military spends even a modicum
of its energy on humanitarian issues. In 2007, the U.S. government
spent just over $21 million on official development assistance
that's money given or loaned to
developing countries. In contrast,
the 2009 Department of Defense
budget set aside nearly $80 billion for research and development
alone. Additionally total military
spending in 2008 was over $700
billion. The military's humanitarian
efforts are certainly beneficial to the
recipients of theiraid, but these are
merely token efforts relative to the
military's other endeavors. If the
military were truly concerned with
humanitarian issues they would adjust their spending accordingly.
Peter Moore

Three's company is good company
By Mathew Lane
Volunteer Writer
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the imperial
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Doc Holiday. Wrote the
pencil into history.

Wyatt Earp. Brought
law and order to the

horseshoe.

Charlie Chaplin. Popularized the tolfetlP
brush.

Adolf Hitler. Destroyed
the toothbrush.
*
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Teddy Roosevelt.
Launched the now infamous "Walrus."
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Quote of the week
"Change still needs
to be made."
James Franco on gay
rights
Actor

See page 10 for the full story

Comment of the week
"I don't understand how
this play demonstrates the
Jesuit Mission

...

I would

like the school president

to respond."
Username 'Gene' on the
"Vaginas take front and
center stage this spring."
Visit www.su-spectator.
com for the rest of Gene's
comment and to share
your thoughts on all of the
Spectator's content.

"*"

public
safety

last

looks

reports

Prop. 8 protesters take to the streets

Telephone Harassment
November 13,3:20 p.m.
CAPS staffreported an offensive
phone call. A male caller claimed
to be a student struggling with
emotions and issues regarding
sexual orientation. During the
conversation with the staff the
caller admitted to sexually pleasuring himself.

Theft
November 13, 7:50 p.m.

A female student reported that
she was approached by a male
while studying. The male claimed
to be an international student and
requested help finding a book.
The female left her belongings
unattended and assisted the
male in looking for a book. After
several minutes the female returned to find her wallet missing.

Alcohol Violation
November 14,11:50 p.m.
Public Safety observed a student
carrying a large backpack filled
with glass bottles. Public Safety
contacted the student who admitted to having alcohol and being over 21. A check of school
records showed thestudent was
actually 20 years old. Officers disposed of the un-open alcohol.
Suspicious Circumstance
November 17, 7:27 a.m.

Accident
November 16,7:40 p.m.
Public Safety received a report
that a studentsustained an injury
to their right thumb during cheer
practice in the Connolly Center.
An ice pack was applied to the
injury and the student did not
wish to seek any further medical
attention.

Thousands of fervent protesters gathered Nov. 15 at Volunteer Park
and then marched to Westlake Center to protest the passage of
Proposition 8 in California.
Photos by Braden VanDragt
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Public Safety observed one male
rummaging through a dumpster
of a neighboring business while
another male sat in a running vehicle. Officers noted a description
of the two and the vehicle license
plate, and then contacted SPD.
The two males cleared prior to
SPD's arrival.
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For a complete listing of public
safety incidents check out our Web
site at www.su-spectator.com
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